
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE     “Sheep May Safely Graze” — J.S. Bach Eleanor Shockey, organ 

 

WELCOME  Nikki Passante and Doug Gerdts 

 

OPENING SENTENCES    

One: The delight of the righteous is in the law of the Lord our God.   

All: On the law of God, and all its teaching, they meditate by day and night. They are like trees 

planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither.  

One: Praise the Lord!   

All: The Lord's name be praised!   

 

HYMN #274 “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” (page 8 below) 

  Kelly Leibensperger, hymn leader 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

One: Let us with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need.  Let us confess our sins against God and neighbor. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

One: For failing to love others as you have loved us… 

All:  God of grace, Forgive Us.   

One: For wasting your gifts and hoarding our goods… 

All:  God of grace, Forgive Us.  

One: For plundering the earth and abusing the planet… 

All:  God of grace, Forgive Us.  

One:  For fearing those who are strange to us and ignoring those in need… 

All:  God of grace, Forgive Us.  

One:  For losing heart and abandoning hope… 

All:  God of grace, Forgive Us.  

One: For All the ways we turn from you… 

All:  God of grace, Forgive Us.   

One: We offer our prayers in the name of the One who saves us, Jesus Christ.  

All:  Amen. 

 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Once we were alone, 

All:  But we were never abandoned.  

One: Once we were no people, 

All:  But now we are God's people! 

One:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

All:  Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: O God, by your Holy Spirit tell us what we need to hear and show us what we ought to do to 

follow Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty 

persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 

concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he was numbered among us and 

was allotted his share in this ministry.” So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 

that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 

was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed 

two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, 

“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in 

this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for 

them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

ANTHEM “Vers de la Source dans la Bois” — Marcel Tournier Helen Gerhold, harp 

 

SERMON  “A Fresh Start for Everybody” Rev. Passante 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC  Meditation on DIADEMATA, “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (page 9 below) 

  Eleanor Shockey, piano 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (Old Hundredth)  — Piet Post 

  Eleanor Shockey, organ 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here—from wherever you 

may be. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. 

Contact information for pastors and staff is below. A Subscribe to our weekly newsletter here. 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION has moved to the portico. Pastors and elders 

are there each Sunday from 11 – 12 to greet you, properly masked and socially distanced of course. (For 

online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR May 16: 

Hymn – “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” 

After a brief, arduous battle with liver cancer, the author of this hymn, Canadian Sylvia Dunstan (b. 1955), 

died in 1993 at the age of 38. For thirteen years, Dunstan had served the United Church of Canada as a parish 

minister and prison chaplain. She is remembered by those who knew her for her passion for those in need, her 

gift of writing, and her love of liturgy. 
 

Anthem – “Vers de la Source dans la Bois” 

We welcome Helen Gerhold for an encore performance. Helen has been playing with The Philadelphia 

Orchestra as a regular substitute since age 17 and was also Principal Harp of the Philadelphia Youth 

Orchestra for five seasons. She has been featured in the Harp Column Magazine and on Philadelphia’s 

6abc Action News. She is a recent graduate from the Curtis Institute of Music, having studied with 

Elizabeth Hainen, and received the Marilyn Costello Fellowship. In September 2019, she was named 

Executive Director for The Lyra Society, a non-profit organization that brings free harps, harp lessons, harp 

presentations, mentorship, and college and financial aid counseling. 
 

Music – Meditation on DIADEMATA, “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” arr. Joseph Prentiss 

This hymn declares that we are to crown our Lord with many crowns, but this does not mean that Jesus is a 

“man of many hats.” Christ was not simply a prophet, He was not simply the carpenter’s son, and He was 

not simply human, nor simply divine. Rather, this call to “crown him with many crowns” is a simple and 

yet profound declaration that Christ is many things, and everything at the same time. He is Lord of all, to 

be crowned for many things that all add up to Him being Savior of the world. Each crown represents a 

different aspect of who Christ is – Lord of life, Lord of love, Lord of years, Lord of heaven, the Lamb upon 

the throne. Christ is King, Servant, Lamb, Shepherd, and we celebrate this all-encompassing, paradoxical 

nature of our Savior by crowning Him the Lord of all. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week lessons and activities are emailed 

to families who sign up. Past lessons can be viewed on the Children’s Ministry page of the church website. 

 

YOUTH GROUP – We took a break last week for Mother's Day but are meeting again this week for our 

Final Youth Group of the year.  Expect lots of pizza, and of course, fruit snacks!  We'll see you Sunday, 

outside the playground between 5pm-6pm. 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/contact-us
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children
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MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. This week (5/16) in our conversation on race we will discuss Asian American and 

Pacific Islander (AAPI) racism. In preparation, we invite our congregation to read this opinion piece by local 

newsperson Nydia Han and view this TV clip: https://abc7.com/10551148/. Each week’s resources are linked 

in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult Ed page of the website. Questions? Email Becky Bryan, 

rebeccabryan@me.com.   

 

CALLING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS – IT’S DEACONS SCHOLARSHIP TIME! 

Scholarships are available to class of 2021 High School Seniors who are members of First 

Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield and who will be attending either a two- or four-year 

college in the fall of 2021. To get full details, click here. You can download and complete 

the application from the First Presbyterian Church website here or call the church office 

at (856) 429-1960 to get a paper form mailed. Application deadline is June 5. 

 

BARB SEWALL IS RETIRING – Barbara Sewall will be retiring from First Presbyterian Church Preschool 

on May 28, 2021 and will be honored during worship on May 23. Barb has served on FPC staff as the 

Preschool Director since 1983. For 38 years she has been devoted to the Church and the Preschool. Barb has 

welcomed thousands of children and dozens of staff members into a loving and supportive Christian 

atmosphere. She created a school where children feel encouraged, are recognized for their uniqueness and 

have the opportunity to develop friendships. Barb’s core values and legacy will continue for many years to 

come under the leadership of Marisa McGovern, who was appointed as Preschool Director on July 1, 2020. 

First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield would like to wish Barbara well as she begins her next chapter. 

Your gratitude and appreciation for Barbara’s service can be expressed through cards and/or donations to her 

purse. We will be collecting now until May 21st at the drive-through on Sunday mornings. Please make 

checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and put Barbara’s name in the memo or donate online at 

www.haddonfieldpres.org through Realm if you prefer. You may also drop off cards/donations to the 

Preschool office or Church mailbox Monday-Friday 9:00 AM -12:00 PM.  

 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 23 IS PENTECOST – The PC(USA) offering will be received. A gift to the 

Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the 

needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering is retained by individual congregations wanting to 

make an impact in the lives of young people within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to 

support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 30, WE RECONVENE FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP! Summer worship begins in 

Fellowship Hall in two weeks. Watch for information about the FPCH Covid Response Team’s careful 

planning to make this return both joyous and safe. 

 

PER CAPITA – Our support of the Presbytery of Southern New Jersey and the larger denomination helps the 

missions of the PC(USA), and it helps us directly: in 2020, the Presbytery was generous to us in its financial 

support through grants for technology and mission and in providing support and training for the pastors, 

helping to keep the church steady through transition. Please do your part in return—$37 per member. Use the 

“Per Capita” fund when giving online or label checks to indicate a per capita payment. Thank you! 

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The texts for 

Tuesday, May 18 are Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Acts 2:1-21. Zoom link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84520579976
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/6abc%20anchor%20Nydia%20Han%20Asian%20Americans%20saw%20this%20coming%20Opinion.pdf
https://abc7.com/10551148/
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Board%20of%20Deacons%20Scholarship%202021%20-%20Instructions.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Scholarship%20Application%20Board%20of%20Deacons%202021.pdf
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159205138
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NEW STUDY OPPORTUNITY: A GUIDE THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT – This course, like 

the one on the Old Testament, is meant as an introduction to Bible Study and is perfect for someone who 

hasn't had much experience with the text. The course is a combination of online teaching and discussion led 

by Doug and weekly homework in the workbook. Course meets on Mondays from 11:00 a.m. to noon on 

Zoom. and will begin on June 21st and run for approximately 12 weeks. (Don't worry if you'll be away on 

vacation — this is easy to do on your own!) If you'd like to sign-up or would like a book to use on your own, 

send Doug a note and he'll reserve one for you! Books are $15! 

 

PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY – Join Nikki on Thursday evenings at 6:30 for an in-depth study of 

Revelation. Here is the Zoom link, and here is the Syllabus.  

 

ST. WILFRID’S – Friends and Sponsors, below you will find the link to Marc Narcucci’s feature 

article in Sunday’s Philadelphia Inquirer, and his observations about the Open Door Clinic at St. 

Wilfrid’s. The volunteers are the most wonderful people…with a mission to “love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  It’s about serving. We serve as a group. https://www.inquirer.com/sports/open-door-clinic-at-st-

wilfrids-helping-camden-residents-20210506.html 

Current needs are canned fruit or veggies, cold cereal, bars of soap, toothpaste and toothbrushes, zipper 

sandwich bags, gallon twist tie bags, wipes for those wearing diapers and, as always, paper grocery bags to 

line plastic grocery bags from Shoprite and Wegman’s. 

Foodbank Pick-up: Thank you to all the volunteers who loaded their vehicles, transported and stacked a 

ton and a half of provisions last Friday. The next opportunity for volunteering will be Friday May 21: 8:00 

a.m. or so at the foodbank or 8:30-8:45 at St Wilfrid’s. Any questions or to volunteer, please check in with 

Rose Guthrie  at intrepidrose@hotmail.com 

The requests will soon be coming for box fans. Many of our patrons live in apartments where the 

landlords don’t rush to turn on or repair the air conditioning.  Last year we distributed approximately 34 

fans and maybe 5 window air conditioning units.  

The Sandwich Ladies need a couple of more ladies to make 20 PBJ sandwiches once a month starting 

in June…if you or your family are interested in helping out, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 and 

leave a message or check the website for other ways to volunteer www.opendoorcliniccamden.org. We 

serve a God who can make ALL things possible! 

 

BUY SOMETHING AT AMAZON AND MAKE A DONATION TO THE CHURCH! Amazon's 

program, Amazon Smile, is a charitable program that allows shoppers to donate to our church every time they 

shop at Amazon. It's easy to sign up. Go to smile.amazon.com and choose First Presbyterian Church of 

Haddonfield as your charity. If you're using the Amazon app. make sure Amazon Smile is ON before you 

shop. Once you sign up you can donate to us every time you check out. 

 

MEMBER CARE FOR THE CONGREGATION – We have a team of folks available to hear your 

concerns about any members who might be struggling, lonely, or need a phone call. Send an email with your 

concerns to one of the Member Care Coordination Team: 

Cheryl Tarditi (Elder Representative) cheryltarditi@gmail.com  

Rebeca Silva de Foote (Moderator of Deacons) silvadefoote@verizon.net  

Kelly Stout (Deacon Representative) kellystout322@yahoo.com  

Anne Vial (Administrator) avial@haddonfieldpres.org  

Rev. Passante (Assoc. Pastor) npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Any questions or comments, please contact Pastor Nikki at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85191934318
mailto:doug@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76444231816
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Revelation%20Syllabus%20Two%203-4-21.pdf
https://www.inquirer.com/sports/open-door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids-helping-camden-residents-20210506.html
https://www.inquirer.com/sports/open-door-clinic-at-st-wilfrids-helping-camden-residents-20210506.html
mailto:intrepidrose@hotmail.com
http://www.opendoorcliniccamden.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:cheryltarditi@gmail.com
mailto:silvadefoote@verizon.net
mailto:kellystout322@yahoo.com
mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
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CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 

Please keep members and friends of the congregation in your prayers. The Prayer List will be available in 

each Sunday’s bulletin. If you would like to add a personal prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or 

Anne Vial. Please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The Prayer Request portal on the 

website is still available for private requests sent directly to the pastors. 
 

Prayers for the Church 

• Please pray for our staff, musicians, volunteers, and officers – elders and deacons, our mission study 

committee, our pastors and session.  

• Prayers for Jean and Dave Russell who are navigating a variety of issues (5/12-pastors) 

• Ken Koczur who is undergoing chemotherapy for MDS - myelodysplastic syndrome (5/11-R. Davis)  

• Erin Swinney undergoing lumpectomy surgery on Tuesday (5/18) followed by radiation. (5/11- R.Davis) 

• Pray for Carl Tarbell who is living with a very difficult cancer (5/10 - A. Moore) 

• Continued prayers for Dan and Tish Colombi and their well-being! (5/10 - pastors) 

• Pray for Doug & Ann Hambry, and and the whole Hambry family.  Doug was just diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer (5/8 - M. Dark)  

• Alberta Kramer on the death of her daughter and son-in-law (5/6 - pastors) 

• Prayers for Travis; a young adult brain tumor survivor who had a sudden and serious seizure. Prayers for his 

mom Beth, as she navigates this with him. (4/26- T. Adkins) 

• Please pray for the family of Dave Constantine on his death (4/30 - M. Taffett, W. Pross) 

• Caroline Yount and Geoffrey Mulvihill on the death of Geoff’s mother, and pray for strength, sustenance, 

and rest for both Caroline and Geoff as they continue to care for loved ones (4/26 - pastors) 

• Luisa Silva, an infectious disease specialist in the state of Texas working on the front lines of covid.  Please 

pray for her safety and for her colleagues (4/19 - R. Silva De Foote)  

Prayers for the World 

• Prayers for increased violence in both Afghanistan & Israel 

• Prayers for India as they battle Covid-19  

• Daily gun violence and mass shootings in our country 

 

SCRIPTURE READING for May 23: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 

and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 

says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 

and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 

you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then 

he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 

hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am 

going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 

then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.  

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/prayerrequest
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Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 

and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 

us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does 

this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it 

is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it 

will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, 

both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show 

portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be 

turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then 

everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’  

 

 

 
 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
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